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DISTINGUISH BETWEEN IMPORTANT
AND UNIMPORTANT INFORMATION

Introduction

Important information can appear throughout a piece of literature, not
just in the opening and closing paragraphs or passages. Study the
following steps that a reader can take to distinguish between important
and unimportant information.

5. Explain why this information is important or unimportant.

4. Ask yourself, “Should I remember this information?”
3. Identify the details the writer gives.

2. Decide what the passage is about.

1. Read the whole passage.

Model

Use the steps to help you identify the important and less important
information in this passage from “Stray” by Cynthia Rylant.

In January, a puppy wandered onto the property of Mr. Amos Lacey and
his wife, Mamie, and their daughter, Doris. Icicles hung three feet or
more from the eaves of houses, snowdrifts swallowed up automobiles
and the birds were so fluffed up they looked comic.

The puppy had been abandoned, and it made its way down the road
toward the Laceys’ small house, its ears tucked, its tail between its legs,
shivering.

Doris, whose school had been called off because of the snow, was out
shoveling the cinderblock front steps when she spotted the pup on the
road. She set down the shovel.

Important Information

e It was winter and very cold out.
e An abandoned puppy wandered onto the Lacey property.

These ideas are important because they establish the setting for the
story and introduce the characters.

Less Important Information

* The birds were so fluffed up that they looked comic.

e The Laceys’ house was small.

* Doris’s school had been called off because of the snow.
* The front steps were made of cinder blocks.

These details do not help the reader understand the story.
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Practice

Part I

Read the passage below from “Stage Fright” by Mark Twain. Then fill in
the chart.

I recall the occasion of my first appearance. San Francisco knew me then
only as a reporter, and [ was to make my bow to San Francisco as a lecturer.
I knew that nothing short of compulsion would get me to the theater.
So I bound myself by a hard-and-fast contract so that I could not escape.
I got to the theater forty-five minutes before the hour set for the lecture.
My knees were shaking so that I didn’t know whether I could stand up.
If there is an awful, horrible malady in the world, it is stage fright—and
seasickness. They are a pair. I had stage fright then for the first and last
time. I was seasick only once, too. It was on a little ship on which there
were two hundred other passengers. [—was—sick. I was so sick that there
wasn’t any left for those other two hundred passengers.

What is the passage about?

What details are given? Should I remember Why or why not?
this information?
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Part I1

Read the following passage from an article about tigers written by George
B. Schaller for The World Book Encyclopedia. If you were preparing a report
about the physical features and the hunting behavior of tigers, which
information from this article would you include? Which information
would you not include?

At the bottom of this page, note the information that would be less
important for your report. Explain why you would not include it. Then
fill in the map on the next page.

Tiger is the largest member of the cat family....Wild tigers are found only
in Asia. Until the 1800’s, many tigers lived throughout much of the
southern half of the continent. Now only a few wild tigers remain in
most countries, and none of the animals are left in Iran and Pakistan. ...

The body of a tiger. Most adult male tigers weigh about 420 pounds (190
kilograms) and are 9 feet (2.7 meters) long, including a 3-foot (0.9-meter)
tail. Most adult tigresses (females) weigh about 300 pounds (140 kilograms)
and are 8 feet (2.4 meters) long. The tiger’s coat ranges from brownish-
yellow to orange-red and is marked by black stripes. Fach tiger has a unique
stripe pattern, which is as distinctive as a human fingerprint. ...

How a tiger hunts. Tigers hunt large mammals, such as deer, antelope,
wild cattle, and wild pigs. ... The tiger usually hunts at night, wandering
along animal trails and dry stream beds. A tiger depends chiefly on its
sharp vision and keen hearing, but it may also use its sense of smell. After
stalking closely or waiting in cover, the tiger rushes at its prey in several
bounds....

Scientific classification. Tigers belong to the genus Panthera in the
cat family, Felidae. All tigers are of the same species, P. tigris.

Less important information:
1.
2.
3.
4.
Why?

Wb
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Part II1

Fill in the center circle with your topic and the outer circles with
subtopics. Write important details on the lines. Explain your choices.

T
S

Why I chose these details:
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DISTINGUISH BETWEEN FACT AND OPINION OR NONFACT

Introduction

A text may contain facts, nonfacts, and opinions. In order to evaluate
what they are reading, readers need to be aware of the distinction
between fact and opinion or fact and nonfact.

A fact is a statement that can be proved to be true. Ways to prove facts
include using reference sources, observation, and prior knowledge.

An opinion is the writer’s personal feeling or belief. An opinion may
not be false, but it cannot be proved to be true.

A nonfact is a statement based on guessing that can’t be proved.

Helpful Hints

Readers can look for certain words or phrases that signal opinions.
Examples of these signal words and phrases include the following:

I think pretty good bad

I believe attractive wonderful terrible

probably ugly safe dangerous
Model

The following paragraph from “The All-American Slurp” by Lensey
Namioka contains statements that express facts and opinions.

Mrs. Gleason offered the relish tray to Mother. The tray looked pretty, with
its tiny red radishes, curly sticks of carrots, and long, slender stalks of
pale green celery. “Do try some of the celery, Mrs. Lin,” she said. “It’s
from a local farmer, and it’s sweet.”

Facts

The radishes are red.

The carrot sticks are curly.

The celery sticks are pale green.
The celery is from a local farmer.

These statements can be proved to be true.
Opinions

The tray looked pretty.
The celery is sweet.

These statements express the opinion of the narrator and Mrs. Gleason.
Now read the statement below and decide if it is fact, nonfact, or opinion.

If you ask me, sliced, curled vegetables are less nutritious than vegetables
that are left whole.

You're right if you decided that the statement is nonfact. This statement
is based on pure guesswork. There is no evidence to support it, and it
may be proved to be untrue.
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Practice

Part I

Below is a passage from “An Astronaut’s Answers” by John Glenn. Read
the passage and decide which statements are facts and which are
opinions. Fill in the chart.

I served as a fighter pilot in World War II and the Korean conflict. After
Korea, I graduated from the Naval Test Pilot School and worked as a
fighter test pilot. I applied for the astronaut program because I thought
it was a logical career step, a challenging opportunity and one in which
I could help start a new area of research that would be very valuable to
everyone here on Earth. I have always considered myself very fortunate
to be selected in the first group of seven astronauts.

Statement or Idea Fact? |Opinion? Why?
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Part I1

The following passage is taken from “Noah Webster’s Dictionary” by
Charles Kuralt. Read the passage and look for facts and nonfacts. Answer
the questions.

And then, working for twenty-five years, alone and by hand, Noah Webster
produced his dictionary—seventy thousand words, including a lot of
American words that had never been in a dictionary before: applesauce,
bullfrog, chowder, hickory, skunk. It was the most valuable piece of schol-
arship any American ever did.

Noah Webster, from this old house in West Hartford, created American
style and American manners. It is not too much to say that he created
American education. He was the first teacher of American history, the first
influential American newspaper editor.

1. What facts can you find in this passage? How can they be proved?

2. What nonfacts can you find in this passage? How do you know?
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Part II1

Read the passage below from “Talent” by Annie Dillard. Identify at least
one fact, one opinion, and one nonfact. Give reasons for your decisions.

People often ask me if I discipline myself to write, if [ work a certain number
of hours a day on a schedule. They ask this question with envy in their
voices and awe on their faces and a sense of alienation all over them, as if
they were addressing an armored tank, a talking giraffe or Niagara Falls.
We all want to believe that other people are natural wonders; it gets us off
the hook.

Now, it happens that when [ wrote my first book of prose, I worked an
hour or two a day for a while, and then in the last two months, I got
excited and worked very hard, for many hours a day. People can lift cars
when they want to. People can recite the Koran, too, and run in
marathons.4 These things aren’t ways of life; they are merely possibili-
ties for everyone on certain occasions of life. You don’t lift cars around
the clock or write books every year. But when you do, it’s not so hard.
It’'s not superhuman. It’s very human. You do it for love. You do it for love
and respect for your own life; you do it for love and respect for the world;
and you do it for love and respect for the task itself.

Fact: Reason:
Opinion: Reason:
Nonfact: Reason:

4. ...the Koran...and run in marathons: The Koran is the holy book of Islam, the religion
of Muslims; a marathon is a 26-mile race.
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EVALUATE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE AND POINT OF VIEW

Introduction

What different kinds of written materials—newspaper articles, travel
brochures, recipes, magazine ads, instruction manuals, stories, postcards,
speeches, textbook chapters, or poems—have you read this week? For
what purpose was each of these pieces written? An author’s purpose is
the main reason that he or she has for writing.

An author’s purpose may be one of the following:

to entertain to persuade
to describe to inform

For example, an author’s main reason for writing a play or a story is to
entertain. A travel brochure about a national park is written to describe,
and a letter to the editor is written to persuade. An author’s purpose in
writing a news article is to inform. Being able to recognize why an author
wrote a particular piece will help you to determine how you will read it
and to appreciate what you read better.

The perspective an author takes when writing is called point of view.
When you read nonfiction, or factual writing about real people, places,
and events, the author’s point of view is his or her opinions or attitudes
toward a subject. By reading a selection carefully and by noting details,
you can draw conclusions about an author’s ideas and feelings.

When you read fiction, or writing about imaginary people, places, and
events, the story is told from the point of view of an imaginary character.
An author may tell a story from first-person or third-person point of view.
The chart below shows the differences between these points of view.

First Person Third Person
A character in the story tells what A narrator who is not one of the
happens, using the pronouns I, me, characters in the story tells what
and we. happens, using the pronouns he, she,
and it.

© PrenticeHall, Inc. Evaluate Author’s Purpose and Point of View 65



\§|"“
Critieal

NAME DATE

o, Reading 4

TRATEG

Practice

A. Read the passage below from “Aaron’s Gift,” a short story by Myron
Levoy. Then complete the sentences that follow.

Aaron Kandel had come to Tompkins Square Park to roller-skate, for the
streets near Second Avenue were always too crowded with children and
peddlers and old ladies and baby buggies. Though few children had
bicycles in those days, almost every child owned a pair of roller skates.
And Aaron was, it must be said, a Class A, triple-fantastic roller skater.

Aaron skated back and forth on the wide walkway of the park, pre-
tending he was an aviator in an air race zooming around pylons, which
were actually two lampposts. During his third lap around the racecourse,
he noticed a pigeon on the grass, behaving very strangely. Aaron skated
to the line of benches, then climbed over onto the lawn.

1. The author’s purpose is

2. The point of view is

B. Challenge!
Complete the chart below. List three different works of fiction or
nonfiction that you have recently read. Then identify the author’s
purpose and point of view.

What I Have Read Author’s Purpose Point of View
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